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Proposal to increase the Admission Number of  

St. Michael’s C of E Primary School 
 

Recommendations 
 

That the Portfolio Holder: 
 

• considers the response to formal consultation on proposals to increase the capacity of 
St. Michael’s C of E Primary School from 30 to 45 places per year at Key Stage 1 and 
from 34 to 50 places at Key Stage 2; 

• approves the proposal; 
• approves the publication of statutory notices; 
• authorises officers to seek approval of the Schools Adjudicator to formally apply the new 

admission number with effect from September 2012. 
 

 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 On 16 December 2010 Cabinet agreed to the Strategic Director carrying out formal 

consultation with stakeholders on proposals to increase provision in primary schools 
to ensure the Local Authority would be able to fulfil its statutory duty to ensure a 
sufficiency of school places. 

 
 1.2 One of the locations identified as requiring additional spaces was North Bedworth. 

After initial formative discussions with the school, formal consultations with 
stakeholders took place between 6 June and 15 July 2011.   

 
2. Background 
 
2.1 St Michael’s C of E (Voluntary Aided) Primary School is one of several primary 

schools serving the area of Bedworth.  In September 2010 the school took over the 
management and governance of the nursery school and children’s centre on the 
campus and was able to create a foundation stage class in the children’s centre 
building.  The school is also one of only two primary schools in Warwickshire that 
admits pupils at the reception stage and at the start of Key Stage 2 (Year 3).  This is 
because pupils from the nearby All Saints’ C of E (Controlled) Infant School transfer 
to St. Michael’s and other local schools at the end of Key Stage 1.  At infant age the 
priority area for the school is to the east of and including Nuneaton Road, Leicester 
Road, All Saint’s Square and the area north of and including King Street and 
Bulkington Road. At junior age the priority area is the same of that at infant age plus 
an area between Coventry Road, High Street, King Street, Bulkington Road (all roads 
inclusive), the Coventry Canal to Coalpits Fields Road and along the disused mineral 
railway to the Black Bank Public House.   

 
2.2 The school currently has a reception admission number of 30 pupils at the reception 

year and a further 4 pupils at Key Stage 2 (giving a maximum of 34 pupils at Key 
Stage 2).  The Primary School currently has 207 pupils on roll.  In addition there is a 
78 place (39 places in the morning and 39 in the afternoon) in the nursery class.   

 
2.3 Warwickshire is experiencing, and is forecast to continue to see, a significant growth 

in pupil numbers which is feeding into primary schools. The fall and rise in the birth 
rate in Warwickshire follows the national trend very closely with births falling each 
year between 1991 and 2001 before entering a rising trend from 2002 until 2009.  

 
2.4 The number of primary aged pupils attending schools in the town has grown in recent 

years as a result of a rise in the birth rate.  Between 2006 and 2010 the reception 
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age cohort saw an increase of 35 pupils from 203 to 238.  It is forecast to increase 
further in 2012 when there would be a need for more reception places.  The 
proposed increase in the admission number of St Michael’s would give a better 
match between the number of pupils in the Nursery and the number the school can 
take into its reception year group. 
 

2.5 Prior to 2008, St Michael’s Primary school did have an Admission number of 45 at 
Key stage 1 and 60 at Key stage 2.  

3. The Proposal 
 
3.1  The proposal is to increase the admission number of St Michael’s C of E Primary 

School from 30 to 45 pupils per year for Key Stage 1 and from 34 to 50 pupils at Key 
Stage 2. If agreed it is proposed that the changes would be introduced for Reception 
only in September 2012 and would feed through the school year on year. The 
increase at Key Stage 2 coming into effect from September 2015. It is proposed that 
additional accommodation is provided from September 2012.  

 
3.2  The school is currently using space which would be brought back into classroom use. 

It would be necessary to enlarge the Foundation Stage area in the nursery/children’s 
centre building. The Foundation area currently accommodates up to 39 nursery 
children in the morning and afternoons and 30 reception year children.  It is proposed 
that the new area would accommodate the 39 nursery pupils and 45 reception class 
pupils. The design of the new accommodation would be undertaken in consultation 
with the Nicholas Chamberlaine Trust, who owns the building and representatives of 
the school with intention of having the extension in place by September 2012.  

 
3.3 The total cost of the project is still to be fully assessed although is expected to be 

relatively low. Provision has been made within the 2011/2012 capital programme. 
 
4. Consultation 
 
4.1 Formal consultation with stakeholders, attached as Appendix A, took place between 

6 June and 15 July 2011.  A consultation paper was sent to all parents, to 
prospective parents, staff, the Governing Body and the Pupil School Council of St. 
Michael’s C of E Primary School, schools, Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council, 
Diocesan Education Authorities, neighbouring Local Authorities and the local 
Member of Parliament. 

 
4.2 A total of 7 responses were received. A summary of responses received with 

comments is set out below received to date.  Copies of all responses have been 
placed in the Members’ Group Rooms and the Cabinet Office. 

 
4.3 Coventry City Council – No objections to the proposal 
 
 Miss Manit Kaur, Headteacher Queen’s School – No objections to the proposal 
 
 Dan Byles MP – Supporting the application for an increase in the PAN 
 
 Judith Ward, Headteacher and Glen Wakelin, Chair of Governors Race Leys Infant 

School – concern raised that an increase in the PAN at St Michael’s C of E Primary 
School will have a detrimental impact on the intake at Race Leys Infant School.  
 

4.4 Comment 
 A great deal of work has taken place to assess the impact of the increase in the birth 

rate across the county. We have looked at data provided by the PCT showing 
numbers of pre school children by school priority area. When considered in 
conjunction with the most up to date pupil forecasts, we are able to identify potential 
hot spots where demand for spaces is likely to exceed availability, Northern 
Bedworth is such an area.   
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 Data supports an expansion in provision on St. Michael’s C of E. We do not envisage 
an increase in the PAN, which will be introduced one year group at a time with effect 
from September 2012, will have a detrimental effect on the other schools in the area.  

 
4.5 Tina Keeling, Headteacher All Saints C of E Infant School and Nursery – Recognise 

the need for an increase in PAN.  
 
 Beryl Knight, Chair of Governors All Saints C of E Infant School and Nursery – 

Concern that action needs to be taken to ensure that there are sufficient spaces 
available at Key Stage 2 within Bedworth.  

 
4.6 Comment 
 The current proposal will increase capacity at Key Stage 2. However, further work is 

needed to ensure that the places available at Keys Stages 1 and 2 match. At the 
moment there are more places at Key Stage 1 than at Key Stage 2. This has not 
been a problem, as without the infant class size restrictions, in the past schools have 
been able to take above their PAN at key stage 2.  

 
4.7 Felicity Hay, Headteacher on behalf of Canon Evans Governors – expresses a desire 

to increase the capacity of Canon Evans C of E Infant School.  
 
4.8 Comment 
 The current proposal will increase capacity in the area. St Michael’s c of E Primary 

School used to be 1.5 forms of entry and it will be relatively simple and cost effective 
to increase the size of the school once more. Discussions with the Headteacher will 
see building costs kept to a minimum and additional places made available at a 
school increasing in popularity.   

 
 However, pressure on places across Bedworth is forecast to continue and work will 

need to take place during the Autumn to ensure schools are kept fully aware of the 
situation and steps are taken to increase capacity wherever possible.  

 
5. Planned timescales and statutory requirements 
 
5.1  As the proposal represents a significant increase in the admission number and 

includes building work, the proposal would be subject to statutory proposals.  The 
School Admissions Code 2010 requires that all changes to Published Admission 
Numbers for September 2012 should have been determined by 15 April 2011.  
However, paragraph 1.2.1 of the Admissions Code of Conduct requires that such a 
change to the introduction of the new admission number for September 2012 would 
need to be referred to the School’s Adjudicator for final determination after the 
successful completion of statutory notices.  

 
5.2 The key milestones, subject to responses at each stage, are as follows: 

Statutory consultation   September/October 2011 
Referral to Schools Adjudicator   October 2011 
Determination by the Schools Adjudicator   November/December 2011 
Implementation of proposals   September 2012 

 
6. Summary 
 
6.1 The report gives details of the response to consultation on the proposal to provide 

additional primary school places at St. Michael’s C of E Primary School. The 
proposal is supported by the Headteacher and Governing Body of St. Michael’s C of 
E Primary School although other schools in the area have expressed their concerns 
about the proposal.  

 
6.2 Pupil forecasts suggest that the current pressure on places in Bedworth is likely to 

continue and that further steps will be required to ensure a sufficiency of places 
longer term. Steps also need to be taken to ensure that there are equal numbers of 
places at both Key Stages. Currently, there are more places at Keys Stage 1 than 
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Key Stage 2. Further discussions will take place with schools in the area to look for 
possible solutions.  

 
 6.3 Given the demonstrated need for primary school places in the area the Portfolio 

Holder is asked to consider approving the publication of the necessary statutory 
notices.   

 
 
Report Author: Janet Neale 
 
Head of Service: Mark Gore 
 
Strategic Director: Marion Davis 
  
Portfolio Holder: Cllr Heather Timms 
 
 
12 August 2011  
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Consultation Paper 
 

Proposal to Increase the Admission Number of St Michael’s C of E 
Primary School with effect from September 2012 Admissions. 

 
1. The Proposal 
 

The proposal is to increase the admission number of St Michael’s C of E Primary 
School from 30 to 45 pupils per year for Key Stage 1 and from 34 to 50 pupils at 
Key Stage 2. If agreed it is proposed that the changes would be introduced for 
Reception only in September 2012 and would feed through the school year on year. 
The increase at Key Stage 2 coming into effect from September 2015. It is 
proposed that additional accommodation is provided from September 2012.  

 
2. Background 
 

St Michael’s C of E (Voluntary Aided) Primary School is one of several primary 
schools serving the central area of Bedworth.  In September 2010 the school took 
over the management and governance of the nursery school and children’s centre 
on the campus and was able to create a foundation stage class in the children’s 
centre building.  The school is also one of only two primary schools in Warwickshire 
that admits pupils at the reception stage and at the start of Key Stage 2 (Year 3).  
This is because pupils from the nearby All Saints’ C of E (Controlled) Infant School 
transfer to St. Michael’s and other local schools at the end of Key Stage 1.  At Infant 
Age the priority area for the school is to the east of and including Nuneaton Road, 
Leicester Road, All Saint’s Square and the area north of and including King Street 
and Bulkington Road. At junior age the priority area is the same of that at Infant age 
plus an area between Coventry Road, High Street, King Street, Bulkington Road (all 
roads inclusive), the Coventry Canal to Coalpits Fields Road and along the disused 
mineral railway to the Black Bank Public House.   

 
The school currently has a reception admission number of 30 pupils at the reception 
year and a further 4 pupils at Key Stage 2 (giving a maximum of 34 pupils at Key 
Stage 2).  The Primary School currently has 207 pupils on roll.  In addition there is a 
78 place (39 places in the morning and 39 in the afternoon) in the nursery class.   

 
Table 1 

Number of pupils on roll at St Michael’s C of E Primary School – September 2010 

School year 
 

Rec Year 
1 

Year 
2 

Year 
3 

Year 
4 

Year 
5 

Year 
6 Total Capacity 

Pupils on 
roll 

29 20 31 29 26 40 32 207 226 

Source : School  
 

Table 2 
Total number of pupils on roll at St Michael’s Primary School 2005 - 2009 

Year Sep 2005 Sep 2006 Sep 2007 Sep 2008 Sep 2009 Sep 10 
Pupils on 

roll 
226 209 199 213 204 207 
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3. Why Are The Changes Necessary?  
 
 Warwickshire is experiencing, and is forecast to continue to see, a significant 

growth in pupil numbers which is feeding into primary schools. The fall and rise in 
the birth rate in Warwickshire follows the national trend very closely with births 
falling each year between 1991 and 2001 before entering a rising trend from 2002.  

 
The north of Bedworth is served by seven primary schools, including St. Francis 
Catholic Primary School four Church of England Schools and two Community 
schools.   

 
The number of primary aged pupils attending schools in the town has grown in 
recent years as a result of a rise in the birth rate.  Between 2006 and 2010 the 
reception age cohort saw an increase of 35 pupils from 203 to 238.  It is forecast to 
increase further in 2012 when there would be a need for more reception places.  
The proposed increase in the admission number of St Michael’s would give a better 
match between the number of pupils in the Nursery and the number the school can 
take into its reception year group. 

 
Prior to 2008, St Michael’s Primary school did have an Admission number of 45 at 
Key stage 1 and 60 at Key stage 2.  

 
Table 3 below sets out the number of pupils on roll in each primary school in Bedworth in 
September 2010: 

Table 3 
Number of primary school pupils on roll and school capacities - September 2010 

 

School Capacity 
Number 
on roll 

Sep.2009 
Rec Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

* 
PAN 

at 
Rec 

PAN 
at 

Year 
3  

St Michael’s CE  
Primary 226 207 29 20 31 29 26 40 32 30* 34 

All Saints CE Infant 90 80 30 21 29    30  
Cannon Evans CE 
Infant  240 252 85 87 80    80  

Cannon Maggs CE 
Junior 340 345  91 84 85 85  85 

Race Leys Infant 210 200 64 68 68    70  
Race Leys Junior 256 223  46 51 63 63  64 
St Francis Catholic 
Primary 210 211 30 30 30 30 30 30 31 30 30 

Total 1572 1518 238 226 238 196 191 218 211 240 209 

* St Michael’s CE Primary has an Admission Number of 34 at Key stage 2  

• PAN  =  the official Published Admission Number  

• (source: September 2010 School Census) 
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Table 4 
Forecast numbers of reception aged pupils up to 2013, including expected rise in pupil numbers 

and building in the recommended margin of 5% contingency to allow for variations in the forecast. 
 

Actual Actual
 

2008 2009 
Actual 
2010 2011 2012 2013 

Demographic 238 229 238 231 245 223 
5% Surplus 
required 

n/a n/a n/a 12 12 12 

Total Demand 238    229 238 243 257 235 
Capacity 240 240 240 240 240 240 
Surplus 2 11 2 -3 -17 5 

* St Michael’s CE Primary has an Admission Number of 34 at Key stage 2  
 
4. What Is The Impact Of The Change?  
 
 a) Building 
 
 The school is currently using space which would be brought back into classroom 

use. It would be necessary to enlarge the Foundation Stage area in the nursery/ 
children’s centre building. The Foundation area currently accommodates up to 39 
nursery children in the morning and afternoons and 30 reception year children.  It is 
proposed that the new area would accommodate the 39 nursery pupils and 45 
reception class pupils. The design of the new accommodation would be undertaken 
in consultation with the Nicholas Chamberlain Trust, who owns the building and 
representatives of the school with intention of having the extension in place by 
September 2012.  

 
 b) Funding 
 
 It is intended that the total cost of the project will be funded from the County 

Council’s capital programme. 
 
5. When Would The Changes Take Effect? 
 
 If approved, a Published Admission Number (PAN) of 45 pupils will apply to 

admissions to St Michael’s C of E Primary School from September 2012 onwards 
and the Key stage 2 Admission Number from September 2015 when the higher Key 
stage 1 admission numbers feed through.  

 
6. What Happens Next? 
 
 This consultation paper is being sent to all parents, to prospective parents, staff, the 

governing body the Student Council of St Michael’s C of E Primary School and the 
Nicholas Chamberlain Trust.  Copies will also be sent to other schools in the area, 
Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council, local Parish Councils, Diocesan 
Education Authorities, admission authorities and the Local Member of Parliament.  

 
At the end of the consultation period it is intended that all of the comments will be 
made available to members of the Nuneaton and Bedworth Area Committee for 
consideration. Comments will then be considered by the Governing Body of St 
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Michael’s C E Primary School and the Warwickshire Cabinet. If the proposal is 
approved a statutory notice would have to published giving a further chance for 
consultation before the matter is finally decided by the Schools Adjudicator. 

 
The key milestones, subject to responses at each stage are as follows: 

 
Consultation on proposals    - 6 June – 15 July 2011 
Governing body of St Michael’s CE Primary - July 
Consideration by the Warwickshire Cabinet - 8 September 2011  
Statutory Consultation    - 22 Sept – 3 Nov 2011 
Final Report to Schools Adjudictor  - 7 November 2011 

  
 7. We Want to Know Your Views 
 
 Please send you comments on the proposal by email to 

consultations@warwickshire.gov.uk or in writing to: 
 
 Access and Organisation (reference JN) 
 Learning and Achievement 
 Children, Young People and Families 
 Saltisford Office Park 
 Ansell Way 
 Warwick 
 CV34 4UL 
 
 by 15 July 2011 
  
 

mailto:consultations@warwickshire.gov.uk
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